Restoring sight to over 4M people - CBS News

1of6

CBS News / CBS Evening News / CBS This Morning / 48 Hours / 60 Minutes / Sunday Morning / Face The Nation / CBSN LogIn Search

EPISODES ~ OVERTIME  TOPICS  THETEAM 60 MINUTES ALL ACCESS

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/restoring-sight-to-over-4m-people/

RELATED VIDEO

| " PREVIEWS

Preview: Out of
Darkness

HEALTH & SCIENCE

Out of Darkness

RESTORING SIGHT TO OVER OCBSN i
4M PEOPLE

Eye surgeons Sanduk Ruit and Geoff Tabin, along with the doctors they've
trained, have helped restore sight to over 4 million people and aren't
finished yet
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2017 The doctors were ”gods” toanold, COMMENTS FACEBOOK TWITTER STUMBLE
APR12 blind Burmese woman whose

sight was restored by a quick operation. Cataracts had stolen her sight for years, while
others had been blind for decades - before the simple operation allowed them to see again.
Bill Whitaker reports from Burma, also known as Myanmar, where two eye surgeons were
bringing their program that has already reversed blindness in over 4 million people and
could help to eliminate cataract and other reversible blindness in the developing world.
"Out of Darkness” will be broadcast on 60 Minutes at 7 p.m. ET/PT.
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Chief of Chobani
Japan's Babe Ruth
Dr. Sanduk Ruit, center, and Dr. Geoff Tabin, right, examine patients / CBS NEWS
"Hallelujah!” shouts the old woman as the bandages are removed. Her surgeons, Drs. Sanduk XELJANZIXELJANZ XR is a prescription medicine
. . . called a Janus kinase (JAK) inhibitor.
Ruit and Geoff Tabin look on and assure her they are not gods. But they are miracle workers XELJANZIXELJANZ XR is used o treat aduls with
to the sightless in Burma and their plan has already changed the lives of millions more blind
IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
people throughout the world. What is the most important information ! should know about
AELJANZJXAELJANZ™ AR(toTacitinip citrate) extended
release?
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Dr. Ruit, a Nepalese eye surgeon, had been restoring the sight of cataract suffers using a
technique that requires no stitches. He met Dr. Tabin, an American eye surgeon and world-
renowned mountain climber, and they created the Himalayan Cataract Project. Their
revolutionary system goes beyond the surgery. They started a lens factory that produces
implants for a fraction of the cost in the U.S. and they have a hospital in Nepal that has
trained hundreds of doctors and nurses in their technique. During their visit to Burma, they
were able to perform more surgeries in three days than are usually done in a year. They left
behind a Burmese team trained in their techniques to carry on the work.

Their focus was originally in the Himalayas, but they have been so successful they renamed
their group CureBlindness.org. They've operated in two dozen countries, including North
Korea and Ethiopia, restoring sight to 150,000 people. The doctors they've trained have
given vision to 4 million others. It's the developing world, but people are getting first-rate
treatment says Dr. Tabin “For these advanced cataracts, I'm performing the same quality of
surgery that Iwould be doing in America” Tabin is currently a professor at the University of
Utah Medical School in Salt Lake City.

Their surgical outcomes have been peer-reviewed by the leading American journal for eye
doctors.

And as Dr. Tabin points out, they are doing more than restoring sight. “You know, once
someone goes blind in a developing world, their life expectancy is about one-third that of
age and health matched peers,” he says. "And also in the developing world, it takes, often, a
person out of the work force, or a child out of school, to care for the blind person. So when we
restore sight to a blind person, we're freeing up their family and restoring their life,” Tabin
tells Whitaker.
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Brain Hacking Japan's Babe Ruth Chief of Chobani

APRIL 9, 2017 APRIL 9, 2017 APRIL 9, 2017
Silicon Valley is engineering your phone, Japan's most fearsome starting pitcher is Hamdi Ulukaya built the best-selling yogurt
apps and social media to get you hooked, also its most prolific hitter -- and he may be  brand in the U.S. after coming here 23 years

says a former Google product manager. headed to the Majors as early as next season  ago. Today, 70% of Chobani employees are

Anderson Cooper reports American born, 30% are immigrants and

refuge...
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HENRYDN April 16,2017 3:3AM
Wow, these doctors deserve the Nobel prizes in Medicine and Peace for the next 10 years. 51 Defenseless
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Restoring people's vision makes these physicians the true heroes in life.
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